[Study of hepatitis B virus replication and infection by other hepatitis viruses in patients with chronic hepatitis B virus infection].
To study hepatitis B virus (HBV) replication in a series of patients with HBV infection and to analyze the frequency of associated hepatitis C virus (HCV) and hepatitis D (HDV) infection. Serological markers of HBV, HCV and HDV, transaminase values and HBV DNA were studied in serum samples from 463 patients with chronic HBV infection. Three hundred ninety-six (85.5%) were classified as hepatitis B, 33 (7.1%) as hepatitis B and C, 17 (3.6%) as hepatitis B and D and 17 (3.6%) as hepatitis B, C and D. Sixty-seven percent of patients with hepatitis B and 33% of those with chronic hepatitis B were asymptomatic HBsAg carriers. HVB DNA was identified in 27.7% of patients with hepatitis B, in 24% of those with hepatitis B and C, in 11.7% of those with hepatitis B and D and in 29.4% of those with hepatitis B, C and D. HBV DNA and elevated transaminase levels were found in 63% of HBeAg-positive patients and in only 16% of those who were anti-HBe-positive. These latter were considered candidates for antiviral treatment. In our environment, most patients with HBV infection are asymptomatic HBsAg carriers. Viral replication and elevated alanine aminotransferase levels were found in 22% of the patients. Consequently, these patients are candidates for antiviral treatment. Between 3.6% and 7.1% of patients with hepatitis B presented coinfection with HCV or HDV, or both. No significant differences were found in HBV replication among the different groups.